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Dear Lakeview Family,

Romans 12:10b calls us to “Outdo one another in showing honor.” That said, I would like to honor Mr. Carl Owens this week. Carl has 
faithfully, excellently, and joyfully, served as Lakeview’s Maintenance Director since January 1st, 2006. That is 20 ½ years in this important 
role. He retired after 30 years in the Air Force one morning, and reported to work at Lakeview the same evening and Lakeview has received the 
benefit of his work for over two decades. 

Everyone who knows Carl recognizes that his work ethic is unique. I have often joked with Adam Traylor that no matter where you go in the 
building, Carl is there. He is not omnipresent, but it seems he is. That speaks to his remarkable energy, work ethic, and commitment to excellence 
in his role. 

Of course, his work at Lakeview was simply a reflection of his life for God and Christ’s church. The New Testament gives us at least four
principles for how to love God through our work, all of which we see embodied in Carl:  

1. Work to please God. The parable of the talents (Matthews 25:14-30).
In this parable, Matthew presents Jesus commending initiative, diligence, and even savvy. 

2. Do all for God’s glory (1 Corinthians 10:31). God created the world to fill it with his glory, and those who would make God’s character known 
should join him by pursuing his renown in work. 

3. Do all in Christ’s name (Colossians 3:17). To work in the name of Jesus is to work in a way that reflects your character and mission. 

4. Work from your soul for the Lord (Colossians 3:23). In addition to working for God’s glory, Paul instructs the Colossians to “work heartily” 
(literally, “from the soul”) for the Lord. This seems to mean we should put all we are into work rather than merely doing things to maintain 
appearances before other people. 

There is not a person who has observed Carl’s work ethic who would not wholeheartedly agree that all four principles describe his motivations.
Less one would think that he simply worked hard because he was paid, let me offer you what he has also done but without pay since 2008.
He has ministered to our three–year–olds in Sunday School. He has also been a tireless VBS preschool worker. 

Carl, we thank you and we love you. My first memorable encounter with you was when you brought me a rocking chair when I first arrived at 
Lakeview five years ago. You had driven to Lawrenceburg, Tennessee and bought that just for me from the Amish community. I learned quickly 
how generous you are and I cannot count the number of articles you have put on my desk of interesting stories you thought I might benefit from.

Lakeview family, when you see Carl, please thank him. This is his final week of being our full-time maintenance director. Amir Evin will succeed 
Carl and we are excited about that as well. Gratefully, Carl will still be around working part–time and still ministering to our children. 

Love and Gratitude,
Pastor Brian 



STUDENT PRAYER
THIS SUNDAY

This Sunday morning affords us the wonderful opportunity to 
spend a few moments in prayer for the new school year. During 
the morning service, Pastor Brian will lead us in a “student prayer” 
which will encompass praying for children, youth, and college as 
well as teachers, administrators, and professors. Not only will this 
be a set aside time to pray in the service, but it will also serve as a 
reminder to pray often for students of all ages throughout the 
school year.

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE MINISTRY

Every Wednesday night, we host over 100 internationals who come
come to Lakeview to learn English. Some are beginners (have very
little or no English abilities) and some are advanced (want to learn
the English language better). As we look foward to our kick off date of
August 19th, we have many openings that need to be filled:

•	 Teachers – If you are not certified, we will be hosting a 
       certification workshop soon.
•	 Assistant teacher – You do not have to be certified.
•	 Van drivers – Many of our students could not come if we did not 

offer them a ride.
•	 Hospitality – You will set up and clean up refreshments during 

the Bible time.
•	 Substitutes – You will be serving where there is a need.
•	 Interviewers – We will teach you how to interview new students 

so that they are placed in the appropriate class.

God is bring the nations to us... how will we respond? If any of this 
interests you, please reach out to Jerry Ferguson or Marie Foshee
at jferguson@lakeviewbaptist.org or mfoshee@lakeviewbaptist.org.
We would love to have you join our team.

NEW TEACHER TRAINING CLASS
THIS FALL

The teaching of God’s Word is vital to the overall health of Lakeview
Baptist Church. While there are many opportunities to exercise 
this gift in our church, our Sunday School remains strategic in
ministering to the greatest number of our members.

Lakeview has been blessed for many years with doctrinally sound, 
gifted, and faithful teachers. New opportunities arise to serve in 
this capacity from time to time. A New Teacher Training class this 
fall will be an excellent opportunity for members, especially those 
who are new to our church, to explore this gift and receive training.

The class consists of three sessions beginning Sunday, September
13th, at 4:45 PM in rooms N103-104. The subsequent sessions will
continue on Sunday, September 20th and September 27th. The
training will cover:

•	 Teacher Expectations for Lakeview Teachers
•	 Essentials in Preparing Well
•	 Presenting Effectively

Even though the class will focus on Sunday School roles, the 
material will be helpful for any teaching role. If you are interested
in teaching, I encourage you to attend the training to be equipped
for using your gifts in the body of Christ.

Please contact the church office (Laura Gray) by phone or email to 
sign up.
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MPAC STARTS BACK AUGUST 5TH @ 6:00 PM

We invite  boys  and girls, grades  1st–6th, to join us for  MPAC  on 
Wednesday nights from 6:00–7:15 PM as we teach  children  that 
God desires the praises of people from every tribe, tongue, and 
people group!  We also teach from the Gospel Project Bible story
series taking  children  on a Christ–centered, chronological journey
through Scripture. 

DONUT DROP–IN AUGUST 9TH @ 9:00 AM

PARENTS, come visit with your child's Sunday School teachers, 
have a donut with your whole family, and pick up information and
calendars detailing all the events happening this school year in
Lakeview Children’s’ Ministry!



FALL 2026 WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Lakeview's Women’s Ministry is delighted to announce our Fall 2026
Bible study lineup, including studies focusing on the books of Esther
and Revelation, as well as a Precept study on the names of God. 
Classes are available on Wednesday mornings, Sunday afternoons 
and Thursday evenings, beginning September 3rd. Take a look at the 
schedule and find the class that is the best fit for you. If you have 
never done a Bible study at Lakeview before, the new school year 
is the perfect time to start! Email lakeviewwomen@gmail.com with 
any questions. We look forward to studying God’s Word with you! 

Click here to see the dates and times of each study.

Click here to register for the fall 2026 Bible studies.

PARENT PRAYER MEETING

As we look forward to the start of the ‘26 – ‘27 school year, we would
like to take time to pray over our students, families, schools, and 
teachers. We will have a parent prayer meeting on August 9th at
4:45 PM in room N108–109. Parents, please join us as we ask the Lord
for guidance for this upcoming school year!

NEWS
youth

THURSDAYS AT OLE TIMES COUNTRY BUFFET

I hope to see men of every age on Thursday, August 13th, in the 
Eagle Room at Ole Times Country Buffet from Noon–1 PM. B, a 
“sent one” among the peoples of Africa and the Middle East, will 
be our guest. Adam Traylor will be interviewing him. I can imagine 
his story must be intriguing. Come and bring a friend. It is also a 
great way to get to know more men in our church. See you soon!

Our next meeting will be September 10th, 2026.

2026-27 EARLY MORNING THEOLOGY STUDY

Both men and women have an opportunity to start an incredible 
journey through a readable and understandable systematic theology 
in Wayne Grudem’s Systematic Theology, Second Edition. He has 
done the hard work of discovering Bible verses that relate to important
Biblical subjects.

We meet Wednesday mornings in room N208-209 at Lakeview. The 
requirement is to read the chapter and come prepared to discuss 
for the one hour session from 6:30–7:30 AM. I think you will be 
pleasantly surprised how taking this course will help you grow in your 
knowledge of the Bible and become closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.

The start date will be determined soon. Please contact Haley Wine at
hwine@lakeviewbaptist.org if you would like to add your name to the 
list and tmcclendon@lakeviewbaptist.org if you have any questions.

CARE UPDATE
congregational

RE/GEN YOUTH CHOIR 
WEEKLY REHEARSALS BEGIN AUGUST 9

Calling all 7th–12th Graders to the choir room as we kick-off our
2026–2027 Re/Gen season. 

CELEBRATION CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA 

Weekly rehearsals begin Wednesday, August 12th, from 6:00 – 7:15
PM. There is never a better time to join the Celebration Choir or 
Orchestra than right now so come join us as we begin a new season 
of praise leadership. We would love for you to utilize your gifts and 
abilities with us as we praise the Lord together. The choir meets 
on Wednesdays in the choir room and the orchestra meets on
Wednesdays in the sanctuary.

WORTHY
praise

https://www.lakeviewbaptist.org/lakeview-women/ladies-bible-study/
https://lakeviewladiesatthewell.wufoo.com/forms/z8kd52a1rgenwh/
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AUGUST 2 ATTENDANCE

AUGUST 2 GIVING

MORNING SERVICE

EVENING SERVICE

1,121
628

BUDGET

RESTRICTED

$77,566.95

$4,140.30

prayer
REMEMBER
IN

ARBOR LAKE
Nancy Brownfield
Jennifer Hood
Joe Waller
 
AZALEA PLACE
Barbara Blankenship
Susan Lazenby
Nita Sims

BILL NICHOLS STATE 
VETERANS HOME
Ira Hayes

CAMELLIA PLACE
Linda Currie
 
CANTERBURY HEALTH 
CARE FACILITY
Dean Baker

CHAPMAN HEALTH 
CARE
Jerry Knause

EASE HOUSE
Anne Dodge

MONARCH ESTATES
Bill Thornton

THE PHOENIX AT  
OPELIKA
Jerry Clark
Judy Clark
Charles Knause

AT HOME
Matthew Baker
Daniel Benjamin
Matt Beth
Dennis Clark
Nelda Kennedy
Jane Parker  
Janice Powers  
Lottie Sides
Jackie Snead 
Larry Swango
Ilze West
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sympathy
From the pastor, staff, and church family to:

Tin Man Lau and family in the death of his mother.
Karen Parten and family in the death of her mother.

fellowship MEAL

*Meals are finished for the semester. They will resume on August 12th.

WE BELIEVE THAT GOD’S PURPOSE FOR 
LAKEVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO 

LOVE THE LORD GOD AND TO EXPRESS THAT LOVE BY 
MAKING, NURTURING AND EQUIPPINGMAKING, NURTURING AND EQUIPPING 

DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST 
IN AUBURN AND THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.

DISCOVER LAKEVIEW CLASS
THIS SUNDAY, AUGUST 9

Are you interested in joining Lakeview or just finding out more about 
us? The Discover Lakeview Class is for you. Bro. Cliff and Pastor Brian
will walk through what we believe as a church, membership, 
and our covenant. We need a reservation from you with the 
number attending for lunch and childcare. The class will follow the 
morning service in the Fellowship Hall. Please email Laura Gray at
lgray@lakeviewbaptist.org to reserve your spot.


