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Dear Lakeview Family,

| just completed one of the most powerful autobiographical treatments of conversion to Christ that | have ever read. The book is John Bunyan’s
Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners. Like the Apostle Paul, it was the remembrance of his past sins that brought Bunyan to appreciate
the great grace that God has shown towards him. Written for the benefit of his “spiritual children”, Bunyan’s intention was that “others may be put in
remembrance of what he hath done for their souls, by reading his work upon me.” In addition, this book paved the way for his better—known book,
Pilgrim’s Progress.

As you learn in the book, Bunyan, who lived in 17th century England, was a rebel who “had but few equals, both for cursing, swearing, lying,
and blaspheming the holy name of God.” But, in 1653, at the age of 25, Bunyan was gloriously converted to Christ and baptized. By 1655, he
was preaching. John Owen, perhaps the greatest theologian of the Puritans, said of Bunyan that he would “gladly exchange all his learning
for Bunyan’s power of touching men’s hearts when he preached.”

However, in 1660, Bunyan was arrested for preaching without official permission from King Charles Il and would spend the next 12 ¥ years in
jail. If only he would stop preaching, they would release him, but even with a wife, and young children at home, he would not stop preaching. So in
jail he remained.

Remarkably, in the providence of God, this turned out to be a very fruitful time even as they were years of great suffering. With only the Bible
and Foxe’s Book of Martyrs beside him, he published several books in this 12 2 year imprisonment; perhaps most significantly, his life
story, Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners, which told his story up to the time of his imprisonment.

He was released in 1672, and after a few years of pastoring, he was imprisoned again in 1675 for preaching publicly without a license. It was
during this two-year imprisonment that he wrote his most famous and one of the bestselling books of all time, The Pilgrim’s Progress.

The latter could not have been written without Bunyan’s own testimony. In many ways, you can see that the character, Christian, in The Pilgrim’s
Progress, is Bunyan himself. In other words, The Pilgrim’s Progress is Bunyan’s story that we read in Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners
put to allegory.

So as many of you have read The Pilgrim’s Progress, | highly recommend Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners. At the end of the book, | found
Bunyan’s articulation of his own spiritual struggles after his conversion to be most enlightening and helpful. | thought | would share
them with you because | believe you will relate to several of them. Bunyan does not just leave us with his struggle, he shows how God
has used these struggles for His glory and Bunyan’s good.

So even after his conversion, and having walked with Christ for many years, Bunyan still struggled in his soul with what he called “seven
abominations” in his heart. First, he was inclined to unbelief. That is not to say he became an outright unbeliever but that his faith was often
weak. Second, he sometimes seems to “suddenly forget” the love and mercy that Christ manifests. Third, he sometimes leaned towards the
works of the law. Fourth, he had times of wandering and coldness in prayer. Fifth, he neglected to watch for answers for what he prayed.
Sixth, he was apt to complain because he did not have more and yet he was ready to misuse what he did have. Seventh, he could do none of
those things that God commanded him without his corruptions finding their way in. In other words, when he would do good, evil
was present with him (Romans 7:21).
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These seven things he continually saw, felt, was oppressed with and afflicted. Yet, Bunyan saw that the wisdom of God ordered
these things for Bunyan’s good. It is not that God caused these sins in Bunyan’s heart, but that God works all things together for
the good for those who love Him, even Bunyan’s seven besetting sins.

How did these things work for Bunyan’s good? For one, they made Bunyan abhor himself, not in a sinful way but they made him hate
his sinful flesh and this kept him from exalting in himself with all his success as a writer and preacher. Second, they kept Bunyan from
trusting his heart. Third, they convinced him of the insufficiency of all human righteousness. Fourth, they showed him the necessity of
“flying to Jesus.” Fifth, they motivated him to pray to God. Sixth, they showed him the need he had to “watch and be serious minded.”
Seventh, they incited him to look to God through Christ to help Bunyan and carry him through this world.

| think you will see your own struggles in Bunyan. | hope his explanation of how God used these struggles for Bunyan’s good will do you
good as well.

Love and Gratitude,
Pastor Brian
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LOVE OFFERING

September 2nd will mark 10 years that Jennifer Vail has been on the
Lakeview staff. She began her Lakeview work as a ministry assistant
and then became our (beloved) Childrens Director. Accordingly, the
Finance Committee has approved the acceptance of financial gifts
for a Love Offering from Lakeview members in appreciation for all
that Jennifer has done in her 10 years on staff. If you would like to
participate, please place your check or cash in an envelope marked
as “Jennifer Vail Love Offering.” You may also give online using
the Special category, with a similar designation. Please join me in
thanking Jennifer for her dedication to Lakeview, our children, and
the Lord!
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WE BELIEVE THAT GOD’S PURPOSE FOR
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