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Dear Lakeview Family,

As you know, every person who holds to the sanctity of all human 
life from womb to tomb, are celebrating June 24, 2022, because  
the Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) struck down  
forty-nine years of the judicially sanctioned killing of unborn image 
bearers in this nation, as the court reversed both Roe v. Wade and 
Planned Parenthood v. Casey. In one ruling, SCOTUS removed the 
fiction of a woman’s right to an abortion from American Constitutional 
Law. As Justice Samuel Alito wrote, “We hold that Roe and Casey 
must be overruled. It is time to heed the Constitution and return the 
issue of abortion to the people’s elected representatives.” It is an 
answer to five decades of prayer. Over the next couple (or three) 
Pastor’s Pens, I would like to address the issue of abortion. No 
doubt, you will meet many, including some professing Christians, 
who are not happy with this verdict. So I would like to help you 
with the background and most importantly, a biblical defense for the 
sanctity of human life at the moment of conception. I will address 
this latter issue next week, but for this week, I would like to address 
how we got here as a nation. 

On January 22, 1973, the Supreme Court of the United States issued 
two opinions that transformed the face of the abortion debate in the 
US. The joint decisions of Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton declared 
that women had a Fourteenth Amendment right to have an abortion 
as part of their right to privacy. The decisions specifically allowed 
women to choose abortions in situations in which their health was 
at stake; the Court decisions, though, defined “health of the mother” 
so broadly that virtually any physical, emotional, or psychological 
issue could qualify as a legitimate reason for having an abortion. 

The first ruling, Roe v. Wade, struck down all state laws banning 
abortion, divided pregnancy into three trimesters, and imposed 
various regulations related to the development of the child and the 
health of the mother. Roe ruled that while abortion on demand was 

allowed without restriction in the first trimester, the state could  
limit abortion in the second trimester to ensure the safety of the 
mother. The Court allowed for states to ban abortion during the 
third trimester based on the obvious development of the child, but 
allowed abortion if the mother’s health was threatened. 

The companion case, Doe v. Bolton, ruled that the factors considered 
to be a threat to the woman’s health included anything, “physical, 
emotional, psychological, familial, or related to the mother’s age.” 
These two rulings, handed down together, made abortion on 
demand from conception to full term the law of the land. So until 
June 24, the U.S. was the only Western country to have abortion as 
a constitutional right. All other countries worked by democratic rule.

The 1973 decision was by a 7-2 majority but how could SCOTUS 
claim that the Constitution guaranteed a woman a right to abortion 
when the Constitution says nothing at all about abortion? How 
could they discover this new meaning specifically in the Fourteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution when laws restricting or prohibiting 
abortion had been in existence in thirty-six states and territories 
at the very time that the Fourteenth Amendment was adopted? 
SCOTUS claimed they found this right to abortion contained in 
a “right to privacy” that they saw in the Fourteenth Amendment, 
particularly in the “due process” provision of that amendment. That 
due process clause says this: Nor shall any State deprive any person 
of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law. Where is 
a “right to privacy” found here? It’s not there. The Fourteenth 
Amendment had been ratified in 1868, and its central purpose was 
to guarantee slaves and their descendants would have all the rights 
of citizenship and equal protection to all other citizens under the law. 
In other words, the Fourteenth Amendment was never intended to 
have anything to do with abortion. 

(continued on page 2)
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The key element of SCOTUS’ ruling in 1973 had to do with the 
question of the life of the baby. The majority opinion reads: We need 
not resolve the difficult question of when life begins. When those 
trained in the respective disciplines of medicine, philosophy, and 
theology are unable to arrive at any consensus, the judiciary, at this 
point in the development of man’s knowledge, is not in a position 
to speculate as to the answer. But by sidestepping the question of 
when life begins, SCOTUS ruled that the Due Process Clause of the 
Fourteenth Amendment guaranteed a fundamental right to privacy, 
giving a woman the right to abort. Practically reversing the basic 
standards of justice normally used to protect human life in all other 
circumstances, SCOTUS placed the burden of proof on those who 
wanted to protect life. That is, the benefit of the doubt was given not 
to the innocent and unprotected child, but to those who wanted to 
have the choice whether to terminate the baby. 

Since that ruling in 1973, there have been astounding advances in the 
fields of science and medicine that have clearly removed all possible 
doubt related to the question of when life begins. Consider: (1) The 
full human genetic code is present at the moment of conception; 
(2) the nervous system begins by day 20; (3) the child’s brain is 
fully proportioned by day 30; (4) the child will exhibit spontaneous 
movement by day 45; (5) the Baby’s lips react to touch by 7 weeks; 
(6) the eyelids and palms react to touch by 8 ½ weeks; (7) by the 9th 
or 10th week, the baby can turn somersaults, frown, and swallow; 
and (8) by the 11th week, the baby normatively responds to touch, 
light, heat, and noise. The baby will recoil if pricked by a needle and 
will even learn, and try to avoid the needle if a beep is sounded before 
subsequent needle attacks. 

Based on these and other scientific facts, objectivity requires one 
to agree that what (better “who”) is growing in a mother’s womb 
is a human, alive, distinct from the mother, unique (has its own 
unique DNA) and innocent (in the sense of not warranting the death 
penalty). With that said, in the US alone, it is estimated that some 
63 million babies have been terminated through various forms of 
abortion since the 1973 ruling. That equates to nearly one-fifth of 
the current U.S. population. In fact, statistics tells us that one in five 
pregnancies are currently aborted. According to studies done by the 
Guttmacher Institute, about one in four women in the US will have an 
abortion by age forty-five. In the U.S., abortion has gone from being 
illegal in 30 states in 1973 to a billion-dollar industry today. In 2020, 
Planned Parenthood, the nation’s largest abortion business, reported 
over $1.6 billion in revenues, including over $618 million from U.S. 
taxpayers. The fact of the matter is that only nine countries report a 
higher abortion rate: Bulgaria, Cuba, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 
Romania, Russia, Sweden, and Ukraine. Globally, it is estimated that 
56 million babies are aborted each year, which equates to around 
150,000 babies per day.
 

The Old Testament contains clear and sober warnings to a nation 
that allowed people to put their children to death. In one of the most 
stunning and sickening verses in the Bible, Jeremiah 7:31 informs us 
that the “sons of Judah” had “built the high places of Topheth, which 
is in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their 
daughters in the fire, which I (the LORD) did not command, nor did it 
come into my mind.” Topeth means fireplace or oven. It was the place 
where the people took their children and cast them into the flames. 

Already in Leviticus, Israel had been warned not to sacrifice their 
children to Molech (18:21). King Ahaz sacrificed his own son in the 
fire (2 Kings 16:3). The same thing happened in King Manasseh’s 
day, when children were sacrificed to the gods of Canaan (2 Kings 
21:6); and in Isaiah’s day we see the Lord’s disgust with those “who 
slaughter your children in the valleys” (Isaiah 57:5b).

For the last 49 years, laws have permitted us in the United States 
to be no different. Consider back on September 4, 2019, when a 
woman asked presidential candidate Bernie Sanders how he would 
help curb overpopulation of the earth (which, incidentally, is a myth 
that stems back to a book published in 1968 titled, “The Population 
Bomb”). Sanders replied, “We need increased access to abortion to 
curb population growth in order to prevent climate change.” For the 
last 49 years, killing babies in utero has been the answer to so-called 
“climate change.” 

But note the warning in Jeremiah 7:32, “Therefore, behold, the days 
are coming, declares the LORD, when it will no more be called Topheth, 
or the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter; for 
they will bury in Topheth, because there is no room elsewhere. And 
the dead bodies of this people will be food for the birds of the air, and 
for the beasts of the earth… And I will silence in the cities of Judah 
and in the streets of Jerusalem the voice of… gladness… for the land 
shall become a waste.” That is, the people will be slaughtered in the 
very place where they once slaughtered their children. The sanctuary 
(of pagan worship) would become their cemetery. 

Although we are not under the Mosaic Law as Israel was, we see the 
thoughts of God here on any society and people who sacrifice their 
children. That is why we celebrate the overturning of Roe v. Wade. 

Still, there is much work to be done. In some states, the evil of 
abortion, that shatters the conscience of a nation and provokes God’s 
holy wrath, continues. The church must be intentional in supporting 
mothers and fathers in need. We must support Women’s Hope and 
other pregnancy resource centers with financial, material, and spiritual 
resources. We must be open to adoption and foster care as there will 
be more babies born. We must have the difficult conversations, with 
those opposed, about the dignity of the human person from womb to 
tomb. We must pray for the day when all life will be regarded for what 
it is, as a gift from God. 

We must also present the gospel to those who have had abortions. 
There is no sin beyond the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 
5:20). Did Jesus die for the sin of abortion? Indeed! For those who 
trust in his death on the cross, there is forgiveness, no matter what 
sins have been committed (Ephesians 1:7). Indeed, the gospel is 
good news for all of us who repent and trust in Jesus.

Love and Gratitude,
Pastor Brian



SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE

This Sunday morning July 3rd, we will be having Sunday Morning Bi-
ble study for all age groups.  Staff reviewed this date, along with some 
other events, at our past May staff retreat. We decided that having our 
Sunday morning Bible study (SS) time was worth adding back to the 
“4th of July” weekend. I look forward to seeing all of you who are in 
town this next weekend! What a joy to be able gather as the family of 
God around God’s Word.

Because He Lives!
Cliff

cliff ’s notes
ON FAMILY
MINISTRY

THURSDAYS AT OLE TIMES COUNTRY BUFFET

Hope to see men of every age on Thursday, July 14, in the Eagle 
Room at Ole Times Country Buffet from 12:00-1:15 PM. Aaron Wine 
will be our guest for a question and answer session.

CARE UPDATE
congregational

RE/GEN CONCERT AND COMMISSIONING
SUNDAY, JULY 10 I 6:00 PM

Join us on Sunday evening, July 10, for our Re/Gen Youth Choir  
Concert and Commissioning. The concert will feature Re/Gen singing 
songs for their upcoming On-Mission trip to Cincinnati, OH. Please 
make your plans to support and pray for our Lakeview Youth Choir by 
attending this special time of worship and commissioning.

A NOTE FROM HAL

On behalf of Jere and our family, please accept our humble thanksgiv-
ing for such an encouraging night in remembering us on 30 years of 
co-labor with you all at Lakeview. We do not deserve such lavish love, 
but are overwhelmed and exceedingly grateful for your affections  
expressed in person, by notes, and in your generosity.

A special thanks for all those involved in planning such a memorable 
night with food, flowers, and mementos that will be cherished for 
the remainder of our lives. All this on top of such a busy week with 
VBS and your own life demands. There is no other particular body of 
believers that could be more like Christ as individuals or as a church 
than you all. What an honor to serve with you in the cause for Christ. 
May He bless you all as richly as you have blessed us over the last 30 
years and in our special time together last evening.

Not to us O Lord, not to us, but to You alone be the glory forever and 
ever. Amen.

WORTHY
praise

trinity mission
PLAN

Guest Speaker  | CASEY MARTIN



thankYOU

To our Incredibly Caring and Compassionate Lakeview Family,

Thank you for your outpouring of love through the many prayers, 
cards, phone calls, flowers, visits and food during our time of grief 
over the loss of our son and brother, Frank.

Gratefully,
Glenda Bradley and Joan Moreman

There will be a celebration of Frank’s life on Saturday, July 9th at 
11:00 AM (visitation at 10:00) at Farmville Baptist Church.
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WE BELIEVE THAT GOD’S PURPOSE FOR  
LAKEVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO  

LOVE THE LORD GOD AND TO EXPRESS THAT LOVE BY  
MAKING, NURTURING AND EQUIPPING  

DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST  
IN AUBURN AND THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.

JUNE 26 ATTENDANCE

JUNE 26 GIVING

MORNING SERVICE

EVENING SERVICE

864

376

BUDGET

RESTRICTED

$63,113.08

$19,182.00

prayer
REMEMBER
IN

ARBOR SPRINGS
Louise Morris

EASE HOUSE
Ann Dodge
Harriett McNelly
Larry Ryan

MAGNOLIA PLACE
Nancy Thornton

MONARCH
Minnie Crosby

OAK PARK 
INDEPENDENT LIVING
Bobby Jones
Emaleen Fagen
Joe Waller

VALLEY PARK MANOR
Kay Gaillard

AT HOME
Matthew Baker
Daniel Benjamin
Matt Beth
Mike Cannon
Dennis Clark
Jackie Cooper
Joe Denison
Hugh Fellows
Ambers Hanson
Sharon Newman
Renae O’Mary
Jane Parker 
Matthew Richardson
Susan Scales
Lottie Sides
Larry Swango
Shannon Works
Joe Youngblood

THIS SUNDAY’S 
SCHEDULE

Sunday School 
Bible Studies for All Ages

Morning Worship Service
with a focused prayer time 
for Military, First Responders, 
Elected Officials, &  
The American Church

No Afternoon or Evening Activities

july 03

9:30a
10:45a


